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FULL  STSAI'I  AHEAD  i'OH  '  U6 


A  transcrioed  talk  TDy  the' .Secretary  of  Aei*iculture ,  .Clintori  P..  Anderson,-  recorded 
Decem"ber  26,  'Time:    .6  minutes  and  35  seconds,' without  annoiincer' s  parts. 

THAKSCRIPTIOIJ    •  ,  ■  ■''",,■.  ^    ,  v  : 

SSCERTARY  AiMDSRSON: 

Only  t^-'3lve  months  ago  the  farmers  of  the  United  States, were  "busy  inalcing 
plans  to  meet  the  tremendous  need  for  food  in  another  year  of  i,7ar.     Today,  farmers 
are  setting  goals' again, .  ..thi s -.tine  to  produccj  the  food  and  other-  fo.rn  products 
needed  "by  our  ccintirj''  in  l^'^S,.  a  year  of  peace.  •       ..  .  ■• 

Victor;;/  and  peace  have  not  diminished  the  almost  unlimited  needs '  for 'food;, 
^e  still  have  our  oi.th  people  to  feed,  a  people  husy  ^Tith  reouilding  a  peacetime 
economy.    ITe'  still  have'" large  military  forces  at  home  and  ahroad.  ■  T^e  cannot 
forget  the  needs  of  our  allied  comrades  in  arms  'Tho  no\7  face  hunger  and' want 
because  the^/rar  destroyed  or  damaged  their  crops  and  livestock,  their  farmlands, 
transportation,  and  processing  systems.    yos...v7e  still  have  a  huge  joh  to  do  on 
the  farms  of  - the  "United  States.  '     •  ,    ,  • 

In  addition,  '^^;e  face  in  19^46  the  vital  task  of  converting  ■  our-\7ar-time 
agriculture  toward  the'  kind  of  an  agriculture  we  want  in  the  peacetime  years 
ahead.     This 'conversion  is  not  a.  simple  .adjustment  that  can  he  made  in  a  single 
year — it  will  teJ<:e  many  years.     It  is  not  a  joo  that  can  he  left  to  chance — it 
involves  decisions  hy  farmers  everywhere,  with  careful  planning . and -cooperation 
by  farmers  with  their  neighbors,  in  coinmunities ,  in  counties,  in  states,  in 
regions,  and  in  the  I^ation.     It  invo].ves  -m-ehiing  decisions  now  that  will  affect 
the  lives  ahd  fort-ones  of  all  of  us  for  many  years  to  come..    That  is  why  we"  should 
think ■  carefully  through  our  agricultural  situation,  r:a:^:in-g  sure  that  our  'decisions 
are  made  in  the  light  of  full  information,  are  made  democratically,  and  are  made 
'^'ith  all  the'  wisdom  we  can  comma.nd.  '  '  '■. 

In  planning  aT'Cad,  farmers  mus.t.  taJre  into  "account"  that  agriculture .  today  is 
different — far  di-fferent — than  it  was.  twenty,  tdn,  o.r' even  five,  years  .ago."  Far.nor 
have  made  asto-:inding  technical  progress  in  gro'-ring  more  products  with  Ic's's  labor — - 
during  th^!  to\x  we  t-'rned  out  a  third  more  with  five  million-fewer  'people  0.11  the, 
fqrms.     There  are  great  new  opportunities  for  farmers  and  their  families  in  Th-f. 
dynamiic,   scientific,  highly  mechanized  agriculture  ahead.     But  there  are  s-r-mf- 
serious  questions  to  be  answered  too.     One  of  these — the  r.'iain  one  as  we  look, 
beyond  19'^6,  is:     How  are  we  going  to  use  our  great  farm  productive  capacity? 

There  is  no  c^uestion  as  to  ^'uiat  farmers  want.     They  want  to  produce.  They 
like  to  -produce.     Their  main  contribution  to  the  well-being  of  their  country  is 
•  to  harvest  bumper  crops,  turn  cut  -"rell-f inished  livestock,   send  flr.^J.-  -  " 

.nilk  to  m.-irket,  and  otherwise  provide  the  building  .r.'iaterials  of  a  good  diet  j"or 
t'^e  United  States.     That  is  the  kind  of  agriculture  we  w^nt  to  pl.-m  f-'ir  tiv.--  _',i~;.ir(: 
--  cv.e  that  enables  the  ilation  to  set  a  good  table.     T7e  ■^^■vov^''■       ill-''--  "i^-v^' 
important  limt  is,  wh,-:;n  we  see  hunger  in  the  w.ar-torn  worl-'' ,  -^'hen  we  se.e  eo-orr 
that  don't  have  the  land,  or  the  far:a  skill,  to  prudacc  the  ."ocd  they  need. 
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Farmers  already  have  indicated  the  direction  they  want  to  go  in  igU6.  They 
have  their  guide  hook  i.n  the  form  of  the  IQ'^B  production  goals  suggested  to 
States.     These  goals  call  for  35^  nillion  acres  of  crops,  fourte.en  and  a  ha.lf 
million  rcrcs  more  than  average  pre-v'a.r  plantings.     These  goals-,  crop  "by  crop, 
?.cre  hy  acre,  point  the  'iry  to?7ard  the  production  've  need — the  kind  of  food  ^73 
need  and  the  aino'ants  ^7e  need — to  feed  this  country  decently  and  to  meet  our 
obligations  to  our  Allies. 

And  farmers  are, ready  to  provide  a  rich  market  for  industry  "and  lahor.  They 
know  ho'v  many  tractors,  trucks,,  milking  r.axhines,  conhines,  hay  balers  and  the 
like  they  want  to  buy.     They  are  ready  to  tai-ic  homo  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
automobiles,  radios,  refrigerators,  a2id  other  manufactured  goods — as  soon  as  they 
^©an  get  .them. 

However,  looking  beyond  19^6,  farm.ers  know  that  they  can  maintain  full 
production  indefinitely  only  when  the  rest  of  the  economy  is  in  high  gear;  only 
if  city  workers  have  jobs  and  plenty  of  food  dollars  to  spend  with  the  farmer. 
One  of  the  great  discoveries  of  the  war  was  just  how  hungry  the  families,  in  this 
country  have  been  at  times  and  how  much  thoy  will  eat  when  there  are  plenty  of 
food  dollars  in  their  pay  envelopes.    T7c  have  seen  hov;,  as  wage  earner' s  incomes 
rise,  they  start  editing  m.ore  eggs  -uid  vegetables,  then  more  meats  and  dairy 
products,  and  then  m.ore  fruits.     There  is  no  question  about  it:     The  farmer's 
greatest  opportunity  for  expanding  his  markets  is  right  at  hor.e  in  the  great  food 
needs  of  a  fully-employed,  ^?ell-fod  United  States. 

Vie  know, -'too,   th^^t  maintenance  of  a  fully-productive  agriculture  alongside 
a  fully-productive  industry  is  going  to  take  much  broad-scale,  give-and-take 
cooperation  between  our  economic  groups.    Farmers  are  willing  to  do  their  part. 
They  are  vrilling  to  plan  a  well-balanced,  diversified,  typo  of  agriculture  that 
can  produce  the  kind  of  food  the  coimtry  needs  and  can  produce  it  at  prices  that 
^re  fair  to  the  ccnsui'aer  and  to  the  producer.    But  agriculture  c^.nnot  do  that 
whole  job  alone.     It  is  willing  to  be  the  lead  horse,  but  it  cannot  go  ahead 
indefinitely  if  the  rest  of  the  team  lags  in  the  traces.     If  we  are  to  achieve 
full  use  of  the  great  productive  capacity  of  American  farms  and  American 
-factories,  we  must  have  a  well-matched  tean,  with  agriculture,  labor,  -a.nd 
industry  pulling  evenly  together  toward  the  goal  of  the  high  standard  of  living 
we  know  we  can  produce.     v7ith  such  cooperation,  there  would  be  no  question  mariC 
in  19^6  and  beyond.    TTe  then  cculd  plan  our  farr.ing  on  the  basis  of  "full  steam 
ahead. " 
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A  transcri"becL  talk  "by  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture,  Clinton  P.  Anderson, 
recorded  Decenber  26,  19^5'     Time:     6  minutes  and  35  seconds,  without  Announcer's 
parts. 

AM-IOUITCER'S  OPENIIIG  MD  CLOSIHG 
OPENIlfQ- 

AIWOUITCER  (LT/E): 

TThat  sort  of  plans  shall  farmers  make  this  year?    That's  a  question  that's 
getting  a  lot  of  thought  these  days.    All  during  the  war,  no  matter  how  high 
farm  production  went,  the  need  for  food  was  greater  than  the  supply,    Kow  will 
Peace  affect  this  situation?    T7ill  the  demand  for  the  products  of  American  farms 
continue  high... or  will  they  taper  off  when  winter  is  over?    Can  farmers  handle 
the  job  alone... or  will  they  need  the  support  of  labor  and  industry?    Let's  see 
how  this  picture  looks  to  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture. .. Clinton  P.  Anderson. 
Here  by  transcription  from  TTashington  is  Secretary  Anderson. 

CLOSING 

ANNOUNCER  (LIVE): 

That,  Farm  Friends,  was  Clinton  F.  Anderson,  Secretary  of  Agriculture. . .who  thinks 
it's  full  steam  ahead  for  farmers  in  I9U6. 
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